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. Miriam Look met Arctic explorer 
Donald MacMillan when she was five 


: years old. Twenty-five years.later they: | 


.»married. If their life together. hadn’t 


‘been an adventure story, it would stilt . 


be a:marvelous love:story.- 
by Jay Sperling 


0) THE OLD PHOTOGRAPHS SHOW THEM 
on board their beloved schooner, the. 
‘Bowdoin. She: is young, blond, and 


- curly-haired, with a. mischievous: grin ° 
‘and: foursquare stance that proclaim : 
. her someone who has corralled life in a . 


“most pleasing fashion. He is.in his six- 
ties, with a lifetime'of Arctic explora- 


tion already behind him, but the whit-° 


ening fringe of hair is belied by the still- 
.. young, vigorous face. In these black and 
white photos she is usually at the helm, 
.. dressed in the sealskin boots and heavy 


, parka of'the Arctic explorer, her hands. 


| confidently. gripping the polished ma- 

hogany: wheel. He stares towards the 

horizon with an inquisitive expression 
that suggests his boundless curiosity. 

Miriam Look, daughter of a re- 

- nowned and well-traveled engineer, 

- descendant of a family of tough: South. 


‘Addison, Maine, sea captains, was still ' 
- 1a child when she first met Donald Bax- -: 
ter. MacMillan. Recently returned from 


- Peary's triumphant 1908-9 North Pole 
~. expedition, MacMillan was on his way 
_.to becoming perhaps the most. famous 
+. Arctic explorer of all. In the quarter 
‘century between that first meeting and 
‘their marriage in 1935, he made 14 voy- 
. ages to the Arctic, venturing along the: 
“uncharted, treacherous coasts of Labra~ 
* dor, Greenland; Ellesmere Island, and. 
> ..the Polar Sea. During one extended ex- 
-  pedition of 51 uninterrupted’ months, 
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- Miriam MacMillan took her trick at the. 

“wheel of the Bowdoin. in theiceberg-- 

“clogged waters of the:Arctic in the late 

‘: 4930s.:The crew members called. her 
fen |: Lady Mac and said she was ‘a good 
emt | ‘scout and a good.sailor. " 
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he headed a small scientific party that 
lived with the polar Eskimos, surviving 
on walrus and polar bear meat. The 
party disproved the existence of the 
long-rumored Crockerland, recovered 
records cached by previous adventur- 
ers, and undertook extensive geologi- 
cal, anthropological, meteorological, 
and botanical observations. On return- 
ing, MacMillan presented the expedi- 
tion s sponsors with a 3,000-word com- 
pilation of the Eskimo language, 
thousands of photographs, nearly two 
miles of motion picture film, and innu- 
merable preserved specimens. 

_On two later expeditions he inten- 
tionally froze the 88-foot Bowdoin into 
the dangerous Arctic ice for the winter. 
Following their marriage, Miriam 


Whenever we went north we always 
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the Greely e 


Above: Outbound fro 


1884, the Bowdoin was su 
pack ice. Mac, Miriam, and others had to jump from 


to floe in order to get back to the ship. 


m Jakobsh 


xpedition pe eae from starvation in 
d ae vy 
oe 


enly surrounded b 


avn, Greenland, Miriam 


and Mac held the Eskimo pups Kahda and Alningwah, 
gifts of the Danish governor Aage Kn udsen in 1939. 


Left; During a 20-minute sho 


re visit on a 1947 trip to 
Cape Sabine, Ellesmere Island, where 18 members of 


Left, bottom: Miriam admired the beaded ceremonial 
costume of a South Greenlander aboard the Bowdoin in 
1939. The boots and trousers were made of sealskin. 


and “Mac” continued the Arctic voy- 
ages, venturing into new territory, con- 
stantly adding scientific knowledge to 
the hard-won store of information 
about this mysterious region. They be- 
came a polished, accomplished team, 
and even if their life together weren't 
such a terrific adventure story, it would 
still be a marvelous love story. 

Today, Miriam MacMillan lives in 
Owls Head, Maine, where she shares a 
house with her “adopted” daughter 


Helga and Helga’s husband, Dr. Ed 


Morse, themselves veterans of Bow- 
doin voyages. Admiral, MacMillan 
passed away in 1970 at the age of 96, but 


Miriam continues their work. She bus- 


ies herself organizing notes and jour- 
nals, cataloging wire recordings and 
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motion pictures, labeling photographs. 

Pausing on her sunny porch long 
enough to reminisce, she is surrounded 
by the memorabilia of an Arctic life: a 
portrait of the icebound Bowdoin, a 
lamp fashioned from the six-foot spiral 
tusk ofa narwhal, innumerable Eskimo 
carvings. The picture windows face 
east toward a few stately pines and 
across the Gulf of Maine. If one could 
see far enough, the view would include 
Cape Sable at the exposed western tip 
of Nova Scotia, the Strait of Belle Isle 
between Newfoundland and Labrador, 
and the long sea that leads enticingly 
into the Arctic. 


W. had been married a little while 
when one day Mac said, “Well, I guess 
(continued on page 216) 


had food for 15 people for a year, in case we got stuck. 
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FIRST LADY OF THE ARCTIC 
(continued from page 133) 


what I have to do to get ready to go 
north.” I said, “Oh, going north again?” 
I thought perhaps he’d stay home for a 
while. So I suggested it would be good to 
go to Europe instead, since he had nev- 
er been there. He finally agreed to go, 
but he was just bored. No icebergs, no 
Eskimos, no adventure. He wasn’t the 
least bit interested until we got to Nor- 
way because that seemed more like the 
Arctic. After that, I knew he’d be going 
back to the Arctic. 

I was quite a bit younger than Mac. I 
was just turning five when I first met 


_ him. He came to Brown’s Station, New 
' York, where my father was building the 


Ashokan Dam, to speak about the 
North Pole expedition. When he got off 
at the train station, I ran up to him and 
grabbed his hand. And I never let go! He 
came up to our house and I crawled into 
his lap and put my arm around his neck 
and listened to his stories about the Es- 


-kimos and polar bears and walrus. I said 


to myself, “This is the one for me.” I 
didn’t say it aloud, of course, but I stuck 
right to it. He said later that he waited 
for me to grow up. 

Whenever he came back from the 
Arctic he would come to visit us. He 
and my father became very good 
friends, My father was president of the 
MacMillan Arctic Association, and he 
helped Mac raise the money to build 
the Bowdoin, which Mac never could 
have done by himself. 

Later I was in business with a public- 
ity company, and they sent me to Chica- 


go as office manager. Mac came out to 


Chicago to lecture, and | said to him, 
“Oh, I wish I could leave Chicago and 
get back to New England.” He wrote me 
a letter, saying, “I wish you would come 
back and help me out. I need so much 
done here.” So I gave up my job and 
came back—for much, much less mon- 
ey, but I didn’t care. 

He was living in Provincetown with 
his sister. We’d go through all his photo- 
graphs and motion pictures, because he 
had to put titles on all his thousands of 
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reevc or soMM Him. nen we a go oll and 
play a game of golf. 

In 1934 he went on a trip to the Arc- 
tic. When he: looked back and said, 
“Well, Miriam, I’ll see you when I get 
back,” why, I almost leaped on board! 
The next year we got married. I really 
didn’t think about going to the Arctic. 
Of course, I knew I would love to go. 

In 1937 he went north on the Ger- 
trude Thebaud. | couldn’t go on that 
one because there were 37 men on 
board, but I went by steamer to Hope- 
dale, Labrador, with a friend to meet 
him—we had quite a time getting there. 
We got dressed up in Eskimo clothing 
and went out to greet the Thebaud. 
When. she arrived we were paddling 
around with the Eskimos yelling, ‘‘Ak- 
sunai! Aksunai! Illitarnamek!” (Hello, 
good friends) and saying every Eskimo 
thing we knew. “Miriam!” he said 
when I came on board, “I didn’t even 
recognize you.” 

The Eskimos went crazy whenever 
he arrived. “Seekonah! MacMillane- 
kut!” they’d holler through the whole 
village. They'd be watching, watching, 
to see that white Seekonah (schooner) 
and Mac. They thought the world of 
him, I can say that. The polar Eskimos 
were great people. 

The next year, when he was getting 
ready to go again, I said, “Oh, I wish I 
could go with you.” 

“IT couldn’t possibly take you,” he 
said. “I’ve never taken a woman. Why, 
the men would throw you overboard.” 

But I was very smart. I didn’t say 
much; I just kept getting the food ready. 
Whenever we went north we always 
had food for 15 people for a year, in case 
we got stuck, and getting it all on board 
was my job. ‘‘Well,” he said, “you've 
done very well. Why don’t you go with 
us as far as Nain and see the school 
(MacMillan-Moravian School for Eski- 
mo Children) and stay there, then get 
back with the Eskimos as best you 
can?” 

“All right, that’s fine,” I said. When 
we got to Nain I packed up my duffle, 
ready to leave. Then the men handed 
me a sealed envelope. “Thank you. I'll 
read that when I get ashore,” I said. Oh, 


YANKEE ® October '82 


MEN’S WIDE SHOES 


EE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-13 


Extra width for men who need 
it, in excellent variety, styling 
and quality. Available 
only through our 
FREE CATALOG. 
Send for it! 


Yen eemy 


_ 


r catalog. 


(J Send FREE colo 


STATE 


HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC. 
Dept. 8K1, Hingham, MA 02043 


LYNCHBURG 
HARDWARE &GENERAL STORE 
25 Main St., Lynchburg, TN 37352 


FIREPLACE 
BELLOWS 


Made from solid pine and stained wal- 
nut, each bellows has a hand carved 
mallard design. Complete with a strong 
leather lung, copper tip and rawhide 
thong for handling, it is a practical and 
handsome fireplace tool. You'll be 
proud to hang it by any hearth. About 
22" long. $27.50 delivered. 

Send check, money order or use American 
Express, Visa or MasterCard, including all 
numbers and signature. (Add 634% sales tax for 
TN delivery.) For a free catalog, write to 
Eddie Swing at the above address. Telephone: 
615-759-7184 


Rac'd Cwa, 23/43 
Ordex No, }UL Keser 
Price: Faxlerks ‘\ 
Roc. No: &orough Vs 


217 


\yorlh Stay 
whe Libs: 


NUINE LEATHER | 


A Great Gift that lasts 
a lifetime! All genuine 
leather . . . easily 
carries logs without 
any unnecessary 
clutter. Overall size: 
15” x 33”. Wide, 

“x easy-to-use handle 
grip. Double stitched. 
Tan. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 


MAIL TODAY! §4 495... 5, » 
for postage and handling 


52 West Keats” 
Fresno, CA 93711 
(209) 227-0737 


Handcrafted of White Ash 
and Rawhide for covered 


Check. VISA. MasterCard 
Shipped partially assembled via prepaid UPS 


SnoCraft 


TANNERY ST., BOX Y, NORWAY, ME 04268 207/743-7053 


CROSS-STITCH xX 


Publications (800).’Materials x 
ACCESSORIES < 
‘Catalog $1 x 
x 

x 


OLLYBERRY NEEDLEWORK 
‘P.O. Box 208 
-Big Bear Gity, CA92314 


CO i I ee 
= 


A copy of the world’s most beautiful and 
widely read monthly magazine about cats 
and kittens can be yours for only $1.00 to 
cover postage and handling. (Each copy 
sells for $2.00 at the newsstands ) This is a 
limited time offer so reserve your copy NOW! 


bs. 
PiGPAZAAsend Dept ¥K10 PO. Box 4030 
ee CAT FANCY sii ciemenie.ca'92672 


First Lady (continued) 
the tears were coming down my face. 

“No, no,” they said, “we want you to 
read it now.” I opened it and it said: 
“Lady Mac is a good scout and a good 
sailor, and we want her to go the entire 
trip.”” They had all signed it. But Mac 
hadn't signed it; he didn’t even know 
about it. But he signed it gladly. He nev- 
er asked me again; he knew I was going, 
and he wanted me to go. 

Of course, I took my trick at the 
wheel, and stood watch forward, and 
did scullion duty. Even our scientists 
and college boys all had to do that. He 
always took scientists: a botanist and an 
anthropologist, and others, and they 
would study. The college boys that 
were with us (we always took five or 


six, and they helped pay for the trip) - 


would learn from these scientists. 

The Arctic is such a beautiful place, 
but you never know what is going to 
happen next. Especially you can never, 
never tell about the ice: when it’s com- 


‘ing or what it’s going to do. And there 


were no charts. Just Mac. The only way 


-he worked was to get up in the ice bar- 


rel (masthead lookout) and call down, 
“Starboard. Port. Steady.’’ That’s how 
we navigated in those days. In most 
places he would never go by a course. 
There were ledges, so many ledges, 
but he knew them all, even on the in- 
side run in Labrador. He had gone alone 


‘in a canoe in 1911 to the northern tip of 


Labrador, and when he was up there in 
1913 to 1917 he traveled 10,000 miles by 
sledge. All the time he was learning the 


coastline. He knew every corner, and 


somehow he remembered them. 
People always asked me, weren’t you 


- scared? I never worried, .and I was nev- 
- er scared. I‘had absolute confidence in 
‘Mac and the: Bowdoin. Mac just in- 


spired confidence. ‘In the worst situa- 
tions—and we were in plenty, with the 


Bowdoin laid right over on her side.and 
the Eskimos coming around saying 
-we’d never get off — he would just pace 


the deck and hum. He never was.dis- 
turbed; just paced and hummed. 
“Well,” he’d say, ‘‘let’s go down and 
havea cup of coffee. The tide will come 
in and we'll be all right.” . (continued) 
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First Lady (continued) 


I think the worst time was when we 
went to Cape Sabine, where Greely and 
his men had starved. When we sailed 
in, there wasn’t a pan of ice around. It 
was marvelous. The National Geo- 
graphic Society had sent a beautiful 
bronze plaque for Mac to put up there 
as a memorial to Greely, and on the 
1923-24 expedition Mac sledged over 
and bolted it on a big boulder. We’d 
never been able to get in there before 
because there was always so much ice. 
But this year it was fine going, and Mac 
and I and some of the men went ashore 
hurriedly in the dory. We were standing 
there looking at the plaque and taking 
pictures of it, when we heard three 
toots on the Bowdoin’s horn. We turned 
around and saw that she was complete- 
ly surrounded by heavy, heavy ice! In 
20 minutes’ time the ice had come out 
of the Polar Sea and we were really 
stuck. We had to jump from one pan to 
another and drag the dory to get back to 
the Bowdoin. 

We were there for three days, and it 
didn’t look good. Then Mac went up in 
the ice barrel. When he came down he 
said, “Miriam, do you see that iceberg 
there? I believe that is going to save us.” 

A giant iceberg had come in cross- 
ways and stopped across the current, so 
that it opened a tiny space in that thick 
ice. Mac yelled, “Start her up and let 
her go!”’ We had to push, and push hard. 
Of course, we did get out, but ifit hadn’t 
been for that iceberg we might have 
been crushed. At that time our radio 
wasn’t working, so I began to think 
we'd spend the winter under a dory. 

Bertie Banks, our cook, used to say, 
‘What's Mac going through this ice 
for?” Bertie talked like that. He’d been 
all his life on a fishing schooner out of 
Provincetown, but he was scared to 
death of that ice. 

“You know what Mac says,” I'd tell 
him. “If you don’t take chances you 
won't learn. So we’re going to learn.” 
But we took the Danish District Man- 
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Color Lortfolio Catalogue Sore 


Horton PJouse vecty sox 9023 Schenectady NY 12309 
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|) jambskineFor 
DF 10°%discoutit on: 


. Ss VISA/MasterCard Accepted 
| 50Years of guaranteed customer satisfaction 
SKINNY'S of Down Under 

Y) 


P.O. Box 88067, Dept. Y-10 Seattle, WA 98188 


oF wg 
DENTIST 
(Minne BANK 
Bae Place fee (coin) in dentist's 
pocket, then you press lever. 
Dentist pulls the 
tooth, both he 
and patient go 
ae : sprawling, while 
Made in U.S.A. coin falls into 
trom Original 1880 Molds base of bank. 
10 inches long overall. Order by No. 570, 
$58.50 each plus $2. shipping cost. U.S. 
Mede, perfect replica of 1880 original. 
FREE 8-page color catalog shows other 
Banks, cast iron toys. Tel.716/396-2656. 


_ ELIZABETH EDGE STUDIOS 
Y-102 Canandaigua, N.Y. 14424 


ee 


HOW:TO*START YOUR OWN» 
=MAIL: ORDER BUSINESS + 


Mail Order is a fabulous business! Running ads... 
mailing catalogs ... and pocketing cash profits 
daily — right from your own home. Nationally 
known authority will help you get started. No pre- 
VIOUS experience, no product investment required. 
Write for free book, sample catalog, plus details. 


Mail Order Associates, Inc., Dept. 62, Montvale, NJ 07645 


DISCOUNT CALICOS 


100% COTTON PRINTS & SOLIDS 
from VIP, CONCORD, PETER PAN, etc. 
Send $2.00 


We'll send you dozens of beautiful samples 


THE MILL STORE 
P.0. BOX 555, WEST ACTON, MA 01720 


First Lady (continued) 


ager and a couple of Eskimos up there 
with us once, and they were pretty 
leery, too. 

But Mac never lost a man, never had 
a serious illness. I never got seasick, ex- 
cept once. Someone gave us Mother 
Sills Pills, an old-time remedy for sea- 
sickness. The directions on the box 
were to take two every few hours when 
you're in rough weather. ‘‘Well,’”’ I 
thought, “I’m feeling fine, but I might 
try it and see what it does to me.” So J 
took a couple, and a few hours later 
took a couple more. When it came my 
turn to take the wheel, they called for 
me and I couldn’t even get out of my 
bunk! Mac had the doctor come back, 
and he said, ‘‘What in heaven’s name 
have you been taking?” 

“Why, these Mother Sills Pills,” I 
said. ‘““They’re supposed to help you.” 

He read what was in them and said, 
“Oh.” They finally got me up and put 
me on deck, and after a couple hours I 
was all right again. 


We had quite a time on the last trip. 
We got to northern Labrador, but the ice 
was so bad we couldn’t even get into 
Bowdoin Harbor. We'd been in there 
several times before to escape the ice 
pack, but not this time. So Mac changed 
course, and I knew we were going to 
cross Davis Strait to Greenland. That 
was the only chance we had. 

Then Mac went below. In Nain he 
had been taken ill with a bad cold; sev- 
eral others had the same thing. When it 
hit him, he felt so dizzy he had to lie 
down. He couldn’t hold his head up. 

I was on his watch, so I went up and 


was on the wheel for two hours. There - 


was a terrific gale blowing. After two 
hours the rest of the watch hadn’t come 
up. They were sick, too. So when one of 
the other boys, Tiger, came up, I said, 
“Tiger, you go down and get Walter. 
There are just the three of us on this 
watch now, and it has to be the three of 
us until the whole time is up.” 

The Bowdoin was going way up on 
each wave, then crashing down. One of 
the forward hatches came unsecured, 
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a; Ifyou 
i) shouldn't 
Climb 

stairs 


s 'Elevette” — the m 
can carry three adults or a wheelchair 
patient and attendant. It's custom built 
to the size best suited for your needs and 
serves two or more floors of your home. 


Tax deductible when 
recommended by a doctor. 


SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE 
Fully describes and illustrates ‘‘Elevette’’. Also, 
StairLIFT, the budget-priced, single-seat pas- 
senger lift for the stairs. 

INCLINATOR COMPANY OF AMERICA 

DEPT. 6 
P. O. BOX 1557 
HARRISBURG, PA 17105-1557 


SEND 
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FREE-STANDING STOVES e FIREPLACE INSERTS 
RFD 4 Kendall Pond Road Derry, NH 03038 (603) 434-6902 


RECANING 
HANDBOO 


YOUR | 
ANTIQUES: 


CANE, RUSH 
“OR SPLINT 


“Send for recaning 
handbook and learn how 
you can restore your an- 
tique furniture. Perkins 

“ has supplied for a half 
FOR century, quality-guaran- 
teed ‘materials — rush, 
cane, splint, etc. Take ad- 
vantage of our ex- 
perience. Send $1.00 and 
we'll mail your illus- 
trated handbook and 
price list. 


The H. Hi PERKINS Co. 


P.O. Box A.C, — Dept. V°: 
_ Amity Station wes 
Woodbridge. Conn. 06525 
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e ENGLISH WALNUTS ¢ 
be best Light California Walnut 
slvey and Pieces. Just like our 
scans, they are freshly shelled from 
1 quality nuts. 

>. 148 Home 80x, Net wt3 lb. 6 oz... $14.80 
>. 149 Home Box, Net wt. 5 Ib. 40z .. $21.00 


MEN See 
7 NUTS FOR THE COCK 

Four different kinds of Sunnyland 
nuts, that is, AND two selections! 


No. 151 Contains 1 Ib. poly packs; Mammoth 
_ Pecan Halves; Large Pecan Pieces, Sliver- 


Wo. 152 Coniains 1 Ib. poly packs; Mammoth! 
Pecan Halves; Large Pecan Pieces; Sliver- 
ed Almonds; and English Walnut Pieces, 
Netwt4lb........ $22.25 


PECAN LOGS 

»A creamy fondant 

‘center thickly coat- 

ed with caramel 

iq and rolled in fresh 

= pecans. 

No. 85 Gift Box, Three-6 oz. Pecan Logs, 
Net wt 18 02... 72/2 eee $10.75 

No. 89 Home Box, Four-12 oz. Pecan Logs, 

j Net wt3lb..... Beeld ies wees $17.65 


ag 


1 HALF 'N'HALF — piEG Uy, 

Two Pecan confec- APs yest 
ions made in our® pe yy ait G 
tchen. Half the box ¥+2.5.¢7 


Orange Frostedy. + 
ecans. Bile Nsatied 
No. 72 Gift Box, Net wt2Ib .......++. $14.60 


’ | Also more delicious candies and cakes. 
: Writs for our FREE 48 page catalog. 


¢ JUMBO SUNNYLAND PEANUTS e 
The finest peanuts — fresh redskin 
Spanish or our own water-blanched 
Virginias. Raw. 

No. 175 Raw Spanish Home Box 
Netwt4lb.40z............. $10.30 
No. 179 Raw Virginia Home Box 
Net wt4lb.40z............. $11.10 


e EXTRA FANCY ALMONDS e 

Extra Large Whole Almonds 
Natural unblanched Non-pareils. 
No. 183 Home Box, Net wt 2 Ib. 120z . $13.10 

Slivered Almonds 
Blanched raw uniform slivers. 
No. 139 Home Box, Net wt 2 Ib. 3 oz... $11.95 
Sliced Almonds 

Unblanched raw, sliced. 
No. 141 Home Box, Net wt 1 Ib. 13 oz. . $10.26 


Peanuts Toasted & Salted 
No. 177 Toasted Spanish Gift Tin 


Net wt 2Ib...... cece ccc ween $ 8.95 
No. 181 Toasted Virginia Gift Tin 
Not wt2Ib.......... cee eees $ 9.70 


Whole Almonds Toasted & Salted 
No. 185 Gift Tin, Net wt 1 Ib. 12 0z....$11.20 
No. 186 Home Box, Net wt 2 Ib. 12 oz. $14.20 


GALAXIE BOX 


“4 Something for everyone. A Fruit Cake, one Pecan 
4 Log, and generous helpings of our own special 
Toasted and Sugar 'n’ Spiced and Orange Frosted 

um Pecan Halves. Total 3 lb. 3 oz. or more. 
No. 78 Galaxie Box..........seceeens $ 


PECAN BRITTLE 
Made in our own Gag. MAC 
kitchen. Jane puts pee Sen ce Nee 
in more Pecans i A Vey bia 
than in any brittle EAN Abate, NS 
I ever saw. HA tere pee 
No. 93 Gift Tin, Net wt 1lb. 40z....... : 
No. 94 Home Box, Netwt3lb........ 


" PECAN PRALINES 
“ Creamy rich, full of 
oy 4 Sunnyland Georgia 
PA 8 pecans. Delicious! 
“21h No. 76 (12) Pralines, 
sai Home Box . $12.45 
0) No. 77 (20) Pralines, 
Home Box . $17.30 


G AT SUNNYLAND — 
Sunnyland boxes are perfect presents for special 
persons anytime in the year. Order your presents — 
NOW — for Christmas, birthdays, anniversaries, or 
other special occasions. We'll ship them to arrive 
on whatever day you tell us. 


DO YOUR GIFT SHOPPIN 


These prices good from Sept. 1, 1982 to Aug. 31, 1983 


Eand HARRY WILLSON - SUNNYLAND FARMS, ING. RT. 1, BOX 905, ALBANY, GA 31703 
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and every time we went down, water 
would flood into the fo’c’sle. But we 
made it, and when we finally were 
across the strait, Mac got right up out of 
his bunk and came on deck and got us 


_into Greenland safely. 


That was pioneer. exploration, no 
doubt about it. We did things no one 
had ever done before, in places where 
people had never traveled. It’s altogeth- 
er different now. My goodness, the 
equipment they have on the boats now! 
They may see an iceberg over in Green- 
land on the radar screen, and they'll go 
way over to Labrador to get out of the 
way. Mac wouldn’t ease up—we’d keep 
right on going. 

In fact, we’d run out of water quite 
often and we’d go right up next to an 
iceberg that had a waterfall pouring out 
and fill the tanks. That is the purest 
water in the world. It’s just tiny snow- 
flakes that fell in the interior of Green- 
land thousands of years ago. It formed 
into glaciers, and the glaciers break off 
as icebergs. 

I love the Arctic. I love it. I’d go right 
back again. But I will say I loved it as it 
was. The changes have been so tremen- 
dous. In 1954, on the last trip, there 
were three thousand men up there. Be- 
fore, when we went into Thule, there’d 
be just a few. kayaks. But on the last 
trips there would be an icebreaker at 
the dock and big things being unloaded 
when we’d come in with the tiny little 
Bowdoin and tie up. One time there 
were a couple of Navy fellows on the 
dock and one of them said, “What in the 
halls of hell is that thing?” Since they 
had trouble getting there in the ice- 
breaker, they couldn’t imagine how we 
got there in the Bowdoin. 

After Mac died, the natives in Nain 
got together in 1971 to have a 200th an- 
niversary of the landing of the Morav- 
ian missionaries in Labrador. They 
wanted me to come, so all the natives 
took up a collection and paid my way. 
They reenacted the Moravian landing 
and had quite a big time of it. I stayed 
about a week at the school, and I saw 
many people that I knew. But it was so 
changed. They even have a hotel in 
Nain now. (continued) 
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SMYTH 


except in Maryland (301) 252-6666 
or write The Albert S. Smyth Company, 
Department Y102 
29 Greenmeadow Drive 
Timonium, Maryland 21093 
for a free catalogue and price list. 


800-638-3333 


Only <= 
$14.95 


Thousands Sold at $24.99 


Save dollars on this versatile Tilt-Top Table. 
A must for TV or Fireside Snacks, Home- 
work, Officework or Drawing. Over-bed 
Table for Sickroom or Breakfast in Bed. 
Strong, enamelled frame on easy-roll 
wheels with Jarge 22” x 15” Walnut “wood- 
grain" top. Heat and stain resistant. Height 
adjusts from 29” to 40” and top can be 
tilted 90° In either direction. There's even a 
ledge to hold brushes, pencils . . . helps pre- 
vents spills too! Folds to a flat 2%”, tor 
easy storage anywhere. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed or money back — no questions asked. 


An easel for ¥ 
children .) 
A drafting table 
Rolling snack table 
A typewriter table 
Table for convalescents 
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iL... PLEASE USE STREET ADDRESS — WE SHIP UPS -—4 
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t Lady (continued) 


We had a great life together. Mac was 
oO young in every way. He loved fun, 
nd he loved to joke. When the scien- 
ists brought anything on board he’d be 
o interested. He always had a diction- 
ary at his side, one of those huge ones. 
At the end he had glaucoma and 
ould hardly see. We were living in Bos- 
ton, but I worried about the traffic. So I 
called down to Ed Morse and said, ‘“‘If 
you ever see a place on the water, get it 
for us.”” This place in Owls Head came 
up and he bought it. 

When I first came down here I was 

the only one here. All these other places 
"were just summer cottages. After Mac 
died I was alone for ten years. I simply 
worked on all this material to get it 

_ ready for the Peary-MacMillan Muse- 
um (at Bowdoin College). I’d get ten 
boxes or so of stuff organized and take it 
down to them, then come back and 
work on some more. 

There are two great memorials to Mac: 
the museum and the Bowdoin. I’m hon- 
orary curator at the museum, and I’ve 
been busy with the project to restore 
the Bowdoin. I so want her to come 
through fine. Oh, that Bowdoin was 
something . . . what we got into, and 
back out of! I’ve had wonderful con- 
tacts with the boys that sailed with us— 

I call them boys, but of course they're 

all grown-up men now. Some of them 


write and say they are so sorry their 
own children can’t have the same ex- 
perience. A lot of them are on the resto- 
ration committee. It’s like a family, and 
the Bowdoin is part of that family, 


I was just elected to the Explorers 
Club. I was really pleased. Isuppose I’ve 
had more Arctic exploring than most 
people: I made nine trips with Mac, and 
maintained the school for years, and 
made the first wire recordings ever 
made of the polar Eskimos. There aren’t 
too many women who get admitted, 
you know, so I was especially pleased. 


About two years ago a man called me 
from Ontario and told me his mother- 
in-law was areal polar Eskimo. You see, 
the polar Eskimos have been moved be- 
yond Thule now, to a separate village. 
There are only about 300 of them left. 
He said that she had come to visit, “and 
about the only thing she wants is to 
come to see you.” 


I said, “Oh, my, that is wonderful!” So 
they drove all the way down here. She 
had been on the Bowdoin—the Eskimos 
would all come on board because they 
all knew Mac—and she showed me her 
picture in an old National Geographic. 
“May, may,” (me,me) she said, pointing 
at her picture. It was really wonderful 
to see her. 


It’s been a great life. OO 
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(A) Original Coon 


T-shirts of quality poly/cotton in super colors of It. blue, red, 
Sand or yellow. S-M-L-XL. ONLY 6.95 ea. Children's XS-S-M-L 
5.95 ea. Send check, money order, VISA or MC (# & exp. 
date) to: Raccoon Enterprises, 61 Main St., Dept. CJ, 
Bridgton, ME 04009. Include $1.00 postage per shirt, ME res. 


add 5% sales tax. 
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EAGLE HEARTH MAT 


Now put an end to damaged sooty carpets and tioors 
with our fire-resistant mat! This heavy duty duck 
material is chemically treated to make the fabric flame 
resistant to help protect your expensive carpet. At- 
tractive golden eagle design is silk screened on heavy 
black duck. Big 49" x 27" semi-circle. Sure to add 
charm to your fireplace setting. $12.97 + $1 shpg; two 
for $24.97 + $1.45 shpg. 

Send Check or M.O. 15 day money back guarantee. 


Dept. Y-1082, 1118 W. Lake, 
HOLST, Inc. 80x 370, tawas City, MI 48763 
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Thousands 
sold at $20 
or more! 
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ACTUAL SIZE 
This is the same heavy duty, chrome plated embosser 


4 used by librarians to mark and identify books. 


fm itials on a 12" diameter seal. It’s easy to use. . . 


& 


/ 


Now you can have one with your own name and in- 
insert 


#1 the page, squeeze the handle and “LIBRARY OF (your 


name)"’ and initials will be clearly embossed (see photo). 
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How do you want your seal to read? wins 


Print name and initials exactly the way you want them to appear. 


NAME 


This quality embosser 
is fully guaranteed and 
comes with a handy 


storage pouch. Check One 


OPlease charge th 
Account # 


Exp. Date 


ES/SALE 


NEW YORK, N.Y. 10011 
Please send me 


Since this item has to be per- 


weeks for delivery. dents: Please add sales tax.) 


AUTHENTIC ORIGINAL: STAINED GLASS CARDINAL 
EXCITING, BRILLIANT, GLISTENING, SUNCATCHER 
* Perfect for Christmas and Other 
Special Occasions 
* Crafted in Original 10th Century 
Stained Glass Style 
be cores orc ey 10” high 
i a roxima 
aE ve (Blue) $1450 ppd. — N.Y.S. 7% Tax 


The Back Porch « Dept. Y10« Long Lake, N.Y. 12847 


THE COPPER CASTLE 


Solid brass planter $17.00 ppd. Our hand- 
hammered planter with border of hearts 
— 5%" diameter, Send $2.00 for 4 color 
catalog; credit towards first purchase. 
Mass. res. add 5% sales tax. 


THE COPPER CASTLE 
279 Lamartine St., Boston, MA 02130 


Give a gift subscription to YANKEE magazine! 
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For additional embossers, simply print names and initials on a separate sheet of paper. 
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embosser(s) at only $14.95 each 
plus $1.75 each for postage and 
sonalized, please allow3to5 $ insurance, (N.Y. and N.J. resi- 


State Zip 


Offer good only inthe continentalUSA 0038158 
© 1982, Barnes & Noble Bookstores, Inc. 


Decorative 


Wooden - 
Plant Stand 


@ Prefinished 
— Ready to Assemble 


e Beautiful__ 
Ceramic Tile Inserts 


e Easy to Assemble — 
No Tools Needed 
$15.50 ea. Money Back Guarantee 


Ne rae 
Please ship ____ Plant Stand(s). Enclosed is 
my check for$___ or VISA O)Mastercard 


Card # 


Exp. Date 


Name 


Address 


City/State/Zip —____———— 
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